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United Way of Effingham County  

did not hold its Annual Meeting again this year  

due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the  

new strains of the virus for the  

health and safety of all concerned. 

 

 

Businesses and individuals will be honored  

through a press release and social media. 

Mission Statement: 
ñTo have an enduring impact in Effingham County by 
connecting community resources with changing needs.ò 
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This annual report represents a summary of the outstanding work the United Way of Effingham County has 
accomplished during the past year. The global pandemic continued to greatly affect our ability to raise funds for the 
2021 campaign as the Coronavirus disease continued. The disease has created new strains to include Omicron and 
the Delta variant.  These variants are highly contagious and easily spread, so the Board of Directors made the 
decision to not conduct in person events to include; Barstool Golf, Jennings Labor Day Celebration and the Witches 
Ball. Despite the challenges we continued to face due to Covid-19, we were able to once again conduct the virtual  
Thanks & Giving raffle to help raise funds for the campaign.  We are very proud of our accomplishments despite 
these challenging times, and would like to thank everyone for their support.   
 
We are doing great things in Effingham County. Thanks to your involvement as a valuable contributor, the United 
Way will continue to meet the future needs of our community. It is with great honor that we present this annual 
report as a testament to our accomplishments.  
 
United We Fight, United We Win - LIVE UNITED!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

United Way of  
Effingham County 

 

Lora Bergfeld 
Board President 

Linda Hemmen 
Chief Professional Officer 
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2021 Board of Directors  

Lora Bergfeld 
Midland States Bank 

Brenda Niebrugge  
J & J Ventures  

Misty Campos 
Community Member 

James Schultz 
Community Member 

Rachel Crackel 
Heartland Dental 

Monica Schumacher 
Midland States Bank  

Kayla Duncan  
West & Company  

Kenny Stice  
Siemer Milling Company  

Kelsey Goeckner 
Dieterich Bank 

Bailey Swensen  
First Mid Bank & Trust  

Patty Greene 
Thelma Keller Convention Center 

Michael Tegeler 
Community Member 

Sara Jennings 
Community Member 

Marty Watson 
Community Member  

Lisa Koerner 
Stevens Industries 

Shanta Will   
West & Company 

Laurie Miller  
Koerner Distributor, Inc. 

Debbie Womack  
1st National Bank of Waterloo  

  

  

 2021 Executive Committee 

Lora Bergfeld, President Kelsey Goeckner, Campaign Chair  

Debbie Womack, Vice-President Lora Bergfeld, Immediate Past President

Kayla Duncan, Treasurer Linda Hemmen, Chief Professional Officer 

James Schultz, Secretary  
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Boy Scouts of America - Lincoln Trails Council 
 
Delivers first class scouting programs to families in Effingham County.  United Way dollars are 

used to help support professional staff services by providing guidance,  
program support, training of adult leaders, recruitment of youth and adults and  

marketing. Funding also provides registration, books and uniforms for at-risk youth and  
scholarships for camp for Effingham County troops.  

         

David Lane, Field Director 

Andrew Gobczynski Big Heart Foundation   
   

Provides funding for preventative cardiac screening for Effingham County High School 
student-athletes and adults over the age of 50 to implement a comprehensive cardiac 
screening process, which includes an electrocardiogram, a physical examination and a 
targeted health history form. United Way dollars are used to help fund this program. 

 

Stephanie Uebinger, Chairperson 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Effingham County  
 
Provides funding for professional supervision and support to children and volunteers 
paired in one-to-one mentoring relationships both in school and the community. United 
Way dollars are used to help with costs associated with finding excellent mentors 
through volunteer screening, training and assessments, and youth enrollment.  
   

Christy Mesnard, Program Coordinator 

Catholic Charities 
 
Provides financial, material, emotional and spiritual support to those in need in Effingham County.  
United Way dollars are used to fund the Food Pantry, which supplements donated food and 
household items, and other programs that provide assistance for rent, utilities, temporary  
emergency lodging, medical and prescription costs, and transportation for low income individuals 
and families, and the elderly. 
  

Sister Carol Beckermann, Director 

Altamont After School Program   
   

This after-school program offers a safe, comfortable, loving environment for children 
who would otherwise be home alone during after school hours. This time is dedicated to 
showing respect toward self and others from a Christian perspective while providing 
time to complete homework and to receive assistance from staff members when needed. 
United Way dollars help fund this program. 
                  

Vernon Spilker, After School Care Director  

CEFS Literacy Program 
 

Offers services to Effingham County residents in one-on-one tutoring, including basic 
reading, writing, math, English as a new language, and life skills.  United Way dollars 

are used to support these free literacy services and instructional materials. 
                                                                 

Barbara Waymire, Director 



Effingham County FISH Human Services 
 

Committed to elevating the quality of life for those in need in Effingham County. United Way dollars provide funds  
to purchase shoe vouchers, school supplies, new backpacks, and eye exams and glasses for children in  

Preschool through Eighth Grade who qualify.  
 

Susan Elke, Coordinator 
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Effingham Child Development Center 
 
Offers child care with educational development programs for infants through age thirteen. United Way 
dollars are used to help support the ñLights on after Schoolò and ñSummer Campò programs. Funding 
also helps to purchase classroom and playground equipment and supplies. 
 
Rochelle French, Director 
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Child Advocacy Center of East Central Illinois 
 

Provides a child focused, facility based program to sexually and physically abused 
 children to help the child victim and their families throughout the judicial process,  
lessening the trauma and providing the best opportunity for their safety in the future. 

United Way funds are used to help fund this program in Effingham County. 
 

Robyn Carr, Director 

Effingham County Search and Rescue 
 

Assists in the search and rescue, or search and recovery of missing persons.  
United Way dollars are used to purchase field and emergency equipment and supplies  

for the search teams and canines. 
 

Kevin Bullard, Captain 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
 
Provides a free ñPower Campò for 5th - 6th grade students with an atmosphere to develop their 

faith and athletic skills in a spiritually focused camp.  United Way funds help fund this camp for 
both coaches and athletes who want to reach their potential through comprehensive athletic,  

spiritual and leadership training.    
                  
                                                 

Kyle Stortzum, Area Representative 

Enduring Freedom Ministries 
  
Provides basic needs which include but not limited to: food, groceries, clothing, and spiritual 
needs. A soup kitchen is also available that provides hot and precooked meals for those in need. 
There is no fee for their services, assisting families a hand-up and not a hand-out.  
United Way funds are used to provide these services. 
 
Vickie Kight, Director  


